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However, for the last three decades, North Korea's nuclear weapons program has continued to develop and grow. North Korea continues to proliferate nuclear weapons through nuclear testing and increased delivery capability, which has caused great concern about the future of peace on the peninsula and stability in the region. Due to North Korea's dire economic situation, continued isolationism and the unpredictability of the North Korean Government, there is fear that North Korea could sell its nuclear fissile material and technology to other regimes or non-state actors or continue to provoke or attack South Korea's sovereignty in violation of the Armistice Agreement.
In accordance with the Joint Vision Statement, both President Obama and President Lee agreed to maintain a robust defense posture, backed by allied capabilities that support both nations' security interests. The stated overall objectives are as follows:
 To ensure a peaceful, secure and prosperous future for the Korean Peninsula and the region  To set the stage for a peaceful reunification of North and South Korea on the principles of a free democracy and a market economy  To eliminate North Korea's nuclear weapons, existing nuclear programs, and ballistic missiles  To promote respect for the fundamental human rights of the North Korean people 4 Can we get there? Can the United States/Republic of Korea Alliance reach these objectives alone or should we collaborate with the People's Republic of China to leverage their influence? This paper will examine these objectives in light of the current strategic environment on the Korean Peninsula and in the Northeast Asia Region, the recent North Korean regime change, and the implications each presents for the future.
Although the Alliance has laid out an aggressive framework in the Joint Vision Statement to meet the challenges of the 21 st Century, this paper will submit that the Alliance alone cannot reach these objectives without Chinese collaboration and cooperation in leveraging their influence over North Korea. This influence, coupled with the employment of all the elements of United States national power will set the conditions for this vision to become a reality.
Strategic Environment
The Northeast Asia region consists of the following countries and littoral waters that surround them: South Korea, North Korea, China, Russia, Japan, Taiwan and
Mongolia.
Figure 1
This region has historically been engulfed in conflict and instability. Many historians have referred to the Korean Peninsula as both a bridge and a dagger among its neighbors: A bridge across into Manchuria China and the Russian Far East for the country of Japan, and a dagger at the heart of Japan if used by China, Russia, or North
Korea. The Korean Peninsula has been a bridge to and from the Asia mainland. 5 China, Russia and Japan each consider the Korean Peninsula to be of major importance to their strategic security.
The Northeast Asia region is also very important to the United States' national security, due not only to its geographical location but its significant strategic landscape.
The militaries of China, Russia, North Korea and South Korea rank in the top ten largest militaries of the world. 6 China, Russia and North Korea all have nuclear programs.
Although only China and Russia are recognized nuclear states by the United Nations, North Korea's quest to establish itself as a nuclear state is a major regional and global concern. 7 This concern has been amplified by General James D. 
Joint Vision Statement Objectives
Field Manual 6-22, the United States Army's keystone leadership manual, states that the ability to provide a clear vision is vital to a strategic leader in that a vision provides a compass to guide an organization. For the vision to provide purpose, direction and motivation, the strategic leader must commit to it and pursue the goals and objectives that will spread the vision throughout the organization and make it a reality. 23 Since there is a host of scenarios that could lead to the eventual reunification of the peninsula, the United States and South Korean Alliance must continue to shape the environment to set the conditions to ensure a society based on a free democracy and a market economy. All the elements of national power from both nations would have to be utilized to attain this objective, with the most prominent element being information followed by economic assistance. Access to information and the ability to provide access to a free press, the internet and unobstructed communications at all levels will be critical to instilling democracy in North Korea. Voice of America in Asia and Radio
Free Asia are vital instruments of the information network that does and would continue to play an even more dominate role if reunification should occur.
Reunification poses many security challenges for China as well as South Korea.
Potential refugee surges, economic instability and border security to name a few, if the two nations were to suddenly unite either in a permissive or non-permissive environment, all of which would have major economic impact on the Chinese
Government. China has a vested interest in the potential reunification of the Korean Peninsula, as reunification threatens its ability to exert power and influence over its communist neighbor. Convincing China to support a democratically united Korean Peninsula will require an enormous effort by the United States diplomats using every element of national power.
Reunification in a controlled setting vice an implosion scenario would be in China's best interest politically and economically. China views North Korea as its backyard and wants stability. 37 Reunification under this scenario would allow China to In order to achieve the objective of elimination of nuclear weapons and nuclear programs, the United States and South Korea must look at an alternative course of action. A collaborative comprehensive engagement approach with China to leverage their influence over North Korea to resume the Six-Party Talk process could achieve this objective. China has a vested interest in not having another nuclear nation on its borders particularly one that is unpredictable and unstable as stated recently by China's ambassador to the United Nations. "It is China's consistent and unswerving position to achieve denuclearization of the Korean Peninsula and to maintain peace and stability on the peninsula and in Northeast Asia," said Cheng Jingye.
38
The United States and China can work together to address these shared security Political realism is a view of international politics whereby states are "concerned about their own security, act in the pursuit of their own national interests and struggle for power." 41 Therefore, China may be reluctant to support the Alliance's achievement of their objectives without there being some substantial political or economic benefit to them.
The best way to obtain China's support would be to prioritize the Joint Vision Statement's objectives and work to achieve them in order. While there is not a clean break between where one ends and another begins, beginning work to achieve the objectives that closely match China's interests would increase the likelihood of success and gain momentum to ultimately achieve all of the objectives in the Joint Vision Statement. The order in which the Alliance should focus its efforts is:
1. To eliminate North Korea's nuclear weapons, existing nuclear programs, and ballistic missiles 2. To ensure a peaceful, secure and prosperous future for the Korean Peninsula and the region 3. To set the stage for a peaceful reunification of North and South Korea on the principles of a free democracy and a market economy The Chinese Government recognizes that there is room for improvement in its human rights conditions. They released a position paper titled "Progress in China's Human Rights in 2009," whereby they acknowledged that China is a developing nation with 1.3 billion people and that due to inadequate and unbalanced development, there is still much room for improvement in its human rights. 43 The paper went on to state that the Chinese Government was taking effective measures to promote sound development and social harmony in order to build a more harmonious society to ensure that their people enjoy a more dignified and happier life. 44 The Alliance can capitalize on this opportunity to support the Chinese Government in their progress towards promoting and protecting human rights. 
Conclusion

